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The Social Science Observation Record (SSOP) is an 
interaction analysis-syste»atic observation scheae enabling users to 
engage in interaction analysis as a descriptive record. Pilot studies 
suggest that the knowledge of the syste» enables pre-service social 
studies teachers (using «icroteaching siaulation) to aodify their own 
behavior in directions toward which they feel positive. The syptea 
also provides a conceptual aodel lij^king cognitive, affective, and 
aanageaent diaensions of social studies inquiry. The SSOR contains 
seventeen categories, four realas, twelve sub-aatrices, and six 
segft5«nts of »»wait tiae." Reala I contains five categories stressing 
verbal behaviors related to learning subject aatter. Five other 
categories of verbal stateaents (Reala III) stress the aeaning of 
huaan experience, knowledge, values, thought, and behavior for aan. A 
third set of five categories (Reala II> stresses verbal stateaents 
through which social inquiry can be influenced and aanaged. The 
sixteenth category provides for '•wait tiae«« and the seventeenth 
records descriptive noise. Together, these two categories coaprise 
Reala I? of the SSOR. (Author/RC) 
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SSOR-The Scclal Science Observation Record 



The Social Science Observation Record (SSOR) is an interaction analysis- 
systematic observation scheme. The system enables its users to engage in inter~ 
av-tion analysis as a descriptive record. Pilot studies suggest that, the knowle.lge 
01 the systan enables pre-servlce social studies teachers (using micro- teaching 
Simulation) to modify their own behavior in directions toward which they feel 
positive- The system also provides a conceptual model linking cognitive, affective, 
and management dimensions of social studies inquiry. 

The SSOR contains seventeen (17) categories, four (4) realms, twelve (12) 
sub-matrices and six (6) segments of "wait time"o Realm I is comprised of five 
categories stressing verbal behaviors related to learning subject matter. These 
subject -centered categories are topical , empirical , interpretive , defining , and 
clarifying . Five other categories of verbal statements (Realm HI) stress the 
meaning of human experience, knowledge^ values, thought, and behavior for man, 
rne-'c man- c tenter ed categories ar^ called preferential . consequential . criterial , 
impe l ative , and emotive. A third set of five categories (Realm II) stresses verbal 
statements through which social inquiry can be influenced and maviaged. These 
teacher-centered categories are called inf irming . commentary , dissonant . Interroga- 
Jii.ve, and confirming. The sixteenth category provides for "wait time" and the 
seventeenth records disruptive noise. Together these two categories (Silence and 
Confusion) comprise the fourth realm (Realm IV) of the SSOR. 

The categories included in the system encourage the teacher to think in terms 
of language configurations., Subject-centered categories yield language configurations 
symtomatic that knowing and thinking are occurring. Man-centered categories yield 
language configurations indicating that values are being clarified. In combination 
these two realms (Subject-Centered and Man-Centered) generate patterns of language 
suggesting that value clarification is occurring in light of accurate conceptualiza- 
tion, and contrary-wise, that efforts at value clarification are being conceptualized 
and made available for reflective study, The third set of categories (Realm II) 
provides alternative patterns for influencing behavior which either the teacher or 
the students may use to elicit categories and configurations of language functional 
to social inquiry. The two Non-verbal categories indicate the relationship (s) 
between the nonverbal and verbal behaviors occurring during classroom interaction. 

The SSOR may be applied to teacher and student behaviors in a number of ways. 
The following are illustrative of some of its uses: 

1) To become more sensitive to language patterns being employed in the classroom; 

2) To collect objective, descriptive data relevant to instvuctional objectives; 

3) To operationalize instructional theories, strategies, and techniques; and 

4) To help teachers shape their verbal patterns of behavior to fit their purposes. 

The intent of this 'introductory packet' is to initiate you to the concepts 
and vocabulary employed by the SSOR and to enable you to interpret SSOR data in 
light of your own Instructional objectives. 



THE SSOR: AN OVERVIEW OF FUNCTIONS* 



1 

t REALM 


CATEGORY OF STATEIIEIIT 


FUNCTION** 


I. Subject* 
Centered 


1. Topical 

2. Empirical 

3. Interpretive 
A. Defining 

5. Clarifying 


identifying the focus 

stating facts 

assigning meaning 

•voiding semantical 
confusion 

elaborating ideas 


II 9 Teacher** 
Centered 


6. Infirming 

7 , Commentary 

8. Dissonant 

9, Interrogative 
10. Confirming 


critizing 

consolidating and 
structuring 

requesting clarification 

elicting responses 

rciftforcing j 


III. Man- 

Centered 


11. Pxcferential 
12 « Consequential 

13. Critcrlal 

14. Imperative 

15. Emotive 


assigning value ratings ! 
anticipating effects 
identifying the basis 
considering decisions 
expressing feelings 


IV. Non- 
verbal 


16. Silence 

17. Confusion 


wait time | 
adjustment tine < 

1 



♦ The funct,ions as given ar< meant to he illustretive but not inclusive. 
(Source: J. Doyle Cast eel and Robert J, Stahl, c. 1972 
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SSOR DATA COLLECTION FORM 
(Caat««l an4 Scahl) 
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SSOR DATA COLLECTION FORM 
(CutteeX and Stahl) 
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SSOR SCATTER DIAGRAM 
J. Doyle Casteel and Robert .1, Scahl (c. 1972) 
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Cor.f irti j a? 



16. Silence 



SOCIAL SCI ENCE_ OBSEj<VATIOH RECOR D (SSOR) MATR IX 

J. noyle Casteel and Robert J. Stahl (c. 1973) 
CoUcRft of Kducatlon, University of Florida 
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J. Doyl" C.iMttM'l nvA It. h^rt J. Stahl (c. 1973) 
CoU- ,,v) iif Wucatlan, UnWcrRity of Florida 
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The Twelve Submatrlces of the Social Science Observation Record 

J. Doyle Casceel and Robert J. Stahl (c. X973) 
College of Education, University of Florida 
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n KSaUi^IIUN OF ssuk submatrices * 



SUyiATRlX DESCRIPTION 

A twenty five (25) cells showing patterns of student 

Subject-Centored statements following student 
Subject-Centered statements. 

B iwunty-five (25) cells showing patterns of teacher 

or student Teacher-Centered statements following 
student Subject-Centered statements. 

C twenty -five (25) cells showing patterns of student 

Man-Centered statements following student Subject- 
Centered statements. 

D twiinty- tivt (25) ceils showing patterns ot student 

Subject-Centered statements following teacher or 
student Teacher-Centered statements 

E twenty-five (25) cells showing patterns of teacher 

or student Teacher-Centered statements following 
teacher or student Teacher-Centered statements 

F twenty-five (25) cells showing patterns of student 

Man-Centered stateipente following teacher or student 
Teacher-Centered statements. 

C twenty-five (25) cells showing pattei-ns of student 

Subject-Centered statements following student Man- 
Centered statements. 

H twenty-five (25) cells showing patterns pf teecher 

or student Teacher-Centered statements following 
student Man-Centered statements. 

I twenty-five (25) cells ohowlng patterns of student 

Man-Centered statements following student Man- 
Centerod statements. 

J thirty (30) cells showing patterns of Non-Verbal 

behaviors fo.llowing teacher and student verbal 

behaviofi ^ 

thirty (30) jells showing patterns of teacher or 
student verbal statements following Non-Verbal 
stat<^mants. 

I four (4) ceils showing patterns of Non-Verbal 

behaviors following other Non-Verbal behaviors, 

*Subm3trices enable the teacher or researcher to collect and quantify different 
aspects of classroom verbal and non-verbal behavior patterns. 
J Doyle Casteel and Robert J Stahl, (c 1973) 
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SSOR Submatrlces 
A Diagram of Realm Relationships 
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BAOKGROUKD ; MATRIX ON VIOLEKCS AI^D AlffiRlCAN POLITICS 



Setting: 
Students : 



A public Junior high school 

Seventh gx^aders in a conventional group of approximately 
30 studying humanities. 



Source of 
Objectives; 



Objectives: 



The student teacher being observed selected and stated 
his own objectives ♦ 

!♦ List social and political consequences of the 

assassination attempt directed at Governor Wallace 

c# Ltjvelop suat stt*ps Americaixs mignt; take to reduce 
violence in American society and politics. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE ODSSRVATION RECORD (SSOR) MATRIX 

J, Doylt- Cnateel and Robert J. Stahl (c • 1973) 
Colitv;o of Education, Unlverflity of Florida 
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REALM TOTALS /S; 

Total Count Cells Reached (289) Categories Used (17) f% 

Extended State Cells (17) 7 Ext. State Cell Freq. 7-9 Count 



Subm. Use (No.): A^ V^JJ_ C^ E ^ F_£^ GjZ. H_JL Ljj^ "*<^TAL^ 

Sub. Use (%) : A B C D F G H I J K L TOTAL 

Sub. Use (Cells); A^I » 7 C ,3 ' D ^ E^ F^I C / H ^ I ^ J f K ^ L p TOTAI^g 
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Prc-Post Hoiiavi()ral Modification Study UsiiiR the SSOR as the 

Intervention 



Report on a sLiidy usin^ six interns from February 22 to March 2, 1972 
dat.i collected at P. Yonge Laboratory School, 

4 



Number of 
Subj ects 
Increasing 
Totals 
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5 
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MEAN 
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■^lEAN 


12.3 
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MEAN 


8.2 


10.0 
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* At the time of this study, the Social Science Observation Record (SSOR) had 
only 16 categories and 256 cells. 
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